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Notes from the President
Friday, January 27th
International Expansion
As most of you are aware last month Outdoor Connection dove into international franchising with the addition of an office in Vancouver, British Columbia.  This office will serve as the gateway our International expansion in both Canada and Europe.  Freddy Marks (OC-BC), the new franchise owner in Vancouver, is from Germany and has worked for ReMax International for many years.  Mr. Marks will be helping and advising us as we look to continue Outdoor Connection’s growth with both our neighbors to the North and across the Pond.  As our national exposure increases, so will our international exposure.  These are exciting times for this company and we are glad you have made it part of your life.
Survey Winners

Each year Outdoor Connection tries to improve on it’s services by asking clients all year to submit surveys from each trip we book.  Many of our franchise owners are catching on and we are seeing more and more reports filed.  This is a good thing and we need more of it.  This week we chose the four winners of $250 gift certificates toward future OC trips.  We will e-mail the gift certificates to the franchise owner who had their client submit the survey and they will be able to deliver the certificate and close their next sale!  Here is the list of this year’s winners:

Joseph Smith – booked to Continental Divide ID by Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) 

Robert Lewis – booked to Spring Creek by Johnny Wellman (OC-IL)
Jim Miller – booked to Mar Mac by Dave Powers (OC-OH)

Randy Porter – booked to Gold Mine by John Green (OC-CO)

Be sure to send the client survey found on the agent’s web site to each of your clients this year.  Next year it may be you handing out a gift certificate.

________________________________________________________________
Inspection Trip Openings
Wolf Lake Lodge - Larry Boll (OC-WI) will be leading the inspection trip to Wolf Lake (www.wolflake.ca) in the Yukon Territory this year for the dates of either August 21-24 or August 28-31 (4 day fishing trips).  The offer from Wolf Lake to OC franchise owners is a buy one trip, get one trip free.  They have reserved the whole lodge for us so we can send four franchise owners for free as long as they have one full paying customer with them.  The rate for the four day trip is $2,400 all inclusive from Whitehorse.   Here is a great chance to not only see a trophy fishing camp but, to spend a week with a 10 year+ franchise owner who is always near the top of the sales list.  Free offers like this don’t come along to often so book this one quick!  

Balam – Here’s a great chance to add the elusive ocellated turkey to your World Slam.  David Tenney (OC-AZ) and Mike McElrath (OC-TN) will be leading the inspection trip to Balam in April.  The cost of this hunt is normally $2,500 but, OC franchise owners can take the trip for ½price - $1,250 for this inspection trip.  The group size will be eight hunters and we already have 5 spots spoken for.  If you are interested in this hunt contact the office ASAP.
________________________________________________________________

Web site Issues
We are constantly making changes to both the public and agent’s sites.  As you utilize both be sure to let us know if you see anything that needs changed or updated.  With the current size of the site the more eyes that keep an eye on it the better.  If you come across an item you think could use some updating or changes please send Tracey an e-mail.

The forum on the agent’s page is starting to see more use.  Be sure to check it every day or two to see if you can help answer anyone’s questions or ask a question of your own.

New Lodges / Outfitters
The following is a list of outfitters that we have either approved or have the inspection trip set:

Common Thread Farms: www.commonthreadfarms.com Common Thread Farms offers whitetail deer hunts in Illinois.  They are semi guided hunts with lodging included (similar to Spring Hollow).  They will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect them this fall on a whitetail bow hunt.
Devin Aherne Adventures: www.devinaherneadventures.com.  Many of you met Devin at the convention last year.  Devin has been a caribou guide for Adventure Northwest in the past and now will be taking over the White Wolf Lake location on his own.  Devin offers caribou hunts which include two tags and all transportation from Yellowknife for $5,000.  He also offers musk ox hunts.  We will inspect Devin this fall on a caribou hunt and he will be paying a 15% commission on $4,000 of the hunt price.
Teslin Outfitters: www.teslinoutfitters.com.  We are finally adding a top notch Yukon Territory outfitting service to our line up.  Jim Gillooly (OC-CO) hunted grizzly bear with Teslin in 2004 (you can read his report and see photos now on the agent’s site) and highly recommended we look into working with Teslin.  They were booked full last year and we did not get everything in place as we had hoped.  Well, we have now and they have good openings still this year for Alaska/Yukon moose and caribou.   They also offer stone and fannin sheep, wolves and wolverine. Game birds consist of Ptarmigan and grouse. Lakes and streams offer abundant Arctic grayling and lake trout.   Teslin owns the outfitting rights to the largest concession in the Yukon.  They will be paying a 10% commission but, we will at least be able to book Yukon hunts that we have had to turn down in the past.  Jim’s trip will be used as the inspection trip with hopes of another franchise owner heading there soon.
________________________________________________________________

Lost Opportunity
Continental Divide – New Mexico has lost a number of its ranch leases and starting in 2006 will only be able to offer 8 elk hunts versus the 24 they have offered in the past.  They now have their original 3,200 acre lease remaining.  They will be looking for other leases but, will most likely not have any available this year.  We already had 13 of the elk hunts sold for 2006 so we have been placing the “lost hunters” with help from Lee Vigil (OC-NM) and Ute Creek Outfitters.  A big thanks goes out to Lee for helping out OC in a time of need.  
New Opportunity
As we informed you a couple of months ago Northern Pine Outfitters (SK) was being sold and therefore they were not taking any more bookings for 2006.  Well, the sale fell through and they will once again operate in 2006.   Outdoor Connection is doing a great job booking their available hunts so recently Northern Pine owner, Leona Kohl called me to ask if Outdoor Connection had any interest in purchasing the outfit.  We would definitely hate to lose the hunts we book for them and the quality of the hunts but, are not sure ownership of an outfit is something we are looking at adding to our plate in 2006.  However, there has been many of you tell me before that when we find out about outfits for sale you would be interested in being part of an ownership group with OC.  So, if an ownership role in an outfit that OC books for is in your interest, let me know!
Until next week,

Marc Glades
