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Notes from the President

 March 17, 2008
  
Convention
 
Be sure to check the Convention Update button on the home page of the agent's web site, as new updates will be available this week.  See you in 29 days.  

Scott Beemer (OC-MI) is interested in ordering some of the Leatherman tools for his clients.  Since the minimum order is 24, he is wondering if anyone wants to join him in ordering and having them at convention for everyone to pick up.  If you are interested shoot Scott an e-mail or call and chat with him.
 
Top Sellers

Ron Diersen (OC-KY) - 1 bear hunter to Lindsays, 8 bear hunters to PR Guides, 5 elk hunters to Bear Creek Outfitters, 3 hog hunters to Ranger Creek Ranch
 

Team Wisniewski (OC-FL) - 5 fishermen to Kains, 2 mule deer hunters to Ute Creek, 2 elk hunters to Whispering Pines, 4 bear hunters to Backwoods
 

Brian and Doris Maloney (OC-IA) - 1 elk hunter to Outwest Guides, 6 fishermen to Alaska Good Time Charters
 

Harold Eby (OC-MD) - 1 moose hunter to Hidden Alaska, 6 deer hunters to Rocky Woodford, 1 elk hunter to Bar S3, 2 turkey hunters to Red Bluff, 

 

Mike Wensink (OC-WI) - 2 antelope hunters to Whispering Pines, 2 prairie dog hunters to NTBB, 4 fishermen to Alaska Wilderness
 

Ellenson & Calta (OC-MN)  - 1 polar bear hunter to Adventure Northwest, 2 turkey hunters to K&K, 1 elk hunter to John Winter, 1 caribou hunter to Ganglers
 

Blake Boykin (OC-VA) - 6 deer hunters to NTBB
 

Terry Rheingans (OC-MN) - 1 polar bear hunter to Adventure Northwest
Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
Due to poor communication at the present time, we will be suspending further bookings to Texas Outlaw Outfitters until Nick Saalfrank (OC-IN) hunts there next month.

------------
We have been looking for another outfitter in Texas for a few months due to our extremely popular destinations of Range Creek Ranch and Rocky Woodford in the state currently.  I am proud to introduce Texas Best Outfitters as our next Texas offering.  What makes Texas best unique?  A few things in particular; first they are a long standing outfitting company and we have met them over the years at the NRA show.  They are large enough to handle numerous bookings and offer hunting for many game species in Texas.  Second, Mickey Nierdieck, OC’s franchise owner in Plano, Texas is now a partner in TBO and was instrumental in bringing OC and TBO to the table to negotiate bookings.  This destination will now open even more doors for OC to send clients to Texas.  You can view their site at www.krro.net (there former name was Krooked River Ranch).   They will be paying 15% commission (notes on whitetail hunts below) and we will be inspecting them a few times this year.  Calvin Taylor (OC-OK) is joining Mickey next week to quail and waterfowl hunt plus try to catch a tarpon or two at a ranch in Ol’ Mexico that TBO partners with.   Upon hearing of our new offering on Friday, Greg Ray booked himself and his daughter Madison on a spring turkey hunt with Mickey and we will put a couple of FO’s on a whitetail deer hunt with TBO this fall.  Look out Mickey, a couple of Oklahoma boys coming in to hunt with you the next few weeks – better be on your game!
Now, to the notes on the commission on whitetail hunts.  TBO uses a trophy fee system on whitetail hunts with hunt being priced from $2,200 - $2,750.  They will be paying a 15% commission on the hunt fee itself and then a 10% commission on trophy fees.  The neat thing is that hunters can actual take numerous deer on the hunt ranging from trophy bucks and management bucks to cull bucks.  Each animal a hunter takes (trophy fees range from $250 to $1,500) will result in a 10% commission back to the OC agent.  Great news for those of you who have trigger happy hunters!

-----------

I did want to take one minute and personally put in a word for Uhlik Outfitters.  Mark Uhlik has been a long time outfitter here in the state of Kansas (one of the first actually) and served for three years as our outfitter association president.  He has taken many clients and runs a smooth operation.  His prices are highly competitive and he is in an area that does not get over publicized and covered with hunters.  With the tag lottery changing this year to make it easier on out of state hunters to get tags, there is no better time to book your whitetail hunters to Kansas.   Here are the spots Uhlik still has open for 2008: 
Kansas Archery
Oct 26 - Nov 1  8 spots        $2,000ea
Nov 16 - 22      8 spots
 

KS Rifle
Dec 3 - 8      8 spots (Hunt ends at noon on the 8th)       $3,000 ea
Dec 8 - 14   12 spots (Hunt begins at noon on the 8th)
 

Nebraska Archery (NE deer tags are over the counter.  We try to fill KS first then go to NE if they don't draw of get in gear late.)
Oct 26 - Nov 1 - 6 spots    $2,000 ea
Nov 2 -   Nov 8 - 6 spots
 

Nebraska rifle
Nov 15 - 20    8 spots      $3,000 ea
 

Nebraska Muzzleloader
Dec 1 - 31    any 6 days - 8-10 spots       $2,500 ea
-------------
Quick report from Scot Brzozka (OC-MI):
I just received this note from a group that went fishing with Reel Fish Finding Charters. Thought you'd like to see it.  I hope to forward some pictures soon.

Captain James did a great job taking care of them. 

Hi Scot,
The fishing was great and all three of us were very satisfied with the 
trip. We caught a lot of fish and had a great time. We all agreed that we 
will definitely be returning. We got some good pictures wearing our Outdoor 
Connection hats so as soon as those are developed I will make sure to send 
them to you. Thanks a lot for all the help during the process. 

Joe Pena
Quick report from Mark Elpers (OC-KS):
There's one thing for sure if you don't want it ded that's right D E D ded, don't send the Elpers.  We spent about 2 1/2 days at Ranger Creek - 6 adults and 6 kids.  The boys fished, caught some nice bass and crappie, they shot a little over 600 blue rock and killed 16 Wild Boar.
We didn't shoot any pigs - these were all Wild Boars!  Anyone looking for a great time, needs to try this hunt.  For one, it's another hunt that you can go on that the kids will just love. 
 

P.S.
Ranger Creek is tops - couldn't get any better.  My friends were very pleased.

Inspection Trips Needing Filled

4 Spots need filled!!!!!
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) The inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for a fishing trip to Grant Lake (fly in outpost camp) over the dates of May 24 – 28, 2008.  The whole cabin is set for OC to use for those dates, giving us the opportunity to send six franchise owners on the trip.  We are paying Gateway for a total of three spots, so this is a 2 for 1 deal for each OC franchise owner.  The regular rate for the 5 day trip is $1,060.  This deal makes the trip $530 per franchise owner if we get six to go.  Ted and Trey Hickman (OC-CA), Frank Calta (OC-MN), Brian Maloney (OC-IA) and Mike Wensink (OC-WI) have reserved their spots so far. 
------------
 

(2 SPOTS OPEN) If you have ever wanted to fish Alaska and be off the beaten path - here is your chance.  Join Hal Graff (OC-IL) at Nushagak River Adventures in Alaska.  NRA has offered OC the chance to send three OC franchise owners to fish for king salmon right in the heart of the run, July 10-15, 2008.  The offer is half price trips for our three franchise owners.  Additional guests (your clients) can be booked at regular price (you still get your commission) as there is still room.  Regular price on these trips is $2,800 so you will be fishing for five days for an incredible $1,400.  You fly to Dillingham and from there the float plane is included in the price.  Check out their site at www.fishthenush.com and let me know ASAP if you want to take advantage of this offer.  
(1 SPOT OPEN)   Glacier Mountain trophy coastal black bear hunt: 

Just a quick note to let you know that our May 19th-25th 2008 yacht based
black bear hunt for 4 hunters has come available again.  Though previously
unavailable this is the only slot we have left for 2008 and is right
during the meat of our spring season.  This is probably the single best
date for getting a genuine trophy coastal black bear.  As always, the hunt
is all-inclusive aboard our private yacht with 3 staterooms, 2 bathrooms
and a full-time cook.  Don't miss this opportunity as prices are going up
in 2009.   We need hunters to come in pairs or a group of 4.  Price is
$4,200 per hunter in 2008 or $4,800 per hunter in 2009.

Best regards and thanks in advance,

Greg

www.glaciermountainoutfitters.com
I asked Greg what he could do for us as our inspection trip and he offered to take one OC FO for only $2,000 (less than half price) if we could sell the other three spots.  So, I am looking for an OC FO who is interested in trophy black bear hunting in Alaska this year and has a friend or two interested in going as well.  Please take a look at Greg's site and let me know if you are interested in this deal.  

 
We are off to a great start to 2008 – keep up the good work.  I am out now until Thursday – off to Big Cedar for the site visit for the convention.  Looking forward to the 20th anniversary event!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
