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Notes from the President

 October 17, 2008
 
Immediate Inspection Trip Openings
- Oklahoma and Texas Whitetail -

Greg Ray has just finished working with Pennington Creek Hunting Club (www.penningtoncreekhuntingclub.com) in Southern Oklahoma.  Jim Kuhn and Scott Fink from Nebraska Trophy Bucks and Birds were there recently hunting hogs and in talking to them about running outfitting companies brought up Outdoor Connection.  To that end, the guys at Pennington told Jim and Scott sounds like they better get hooked up with OC.  Greg took over from there and at this point has secured a 2 for 1 whitetail deer hunt (making the cost around $1,000 per hunter) for two OC franchise owners who are interested in hunting whitetails with either muzzleloader or archery.  These are 3 day hunts and the dates are either Oct 30 - Nov 2 for muzzle or any 3 days in Nov for archery.  

Pennington also offers turkey and smallmouth bass fishing.  They will be paying 15% commission.  If you are interested in the inspection trip please let me know ASAP so we can confirm the dates with them.

Texas Best Outfitters also has informed us on the dates for an inspection of their whitetail hunts.  You will remember Calvin Taylor (OC-OK) and Mickey Reves (Nierdick) (OC-TX) went down and inspected their quail hunts earlier this year.  Mickey guides for TBO as well.  They have the following available for two franchise owners - November 14-16 (arrive and depart +/- a day).  The 2 for 1 price is $3,750 ($1,850 each) and includes trophy fee, tag, accommodations, meals and taxes.  November 19-22 (arrive and depart +/- a day).  This 2 for 1 price is $3,950 ($1,950 each) and includes same as above. Out of state license is $300.  If you are available to take either of these hunts please contact me ASAP. 
Inspection Trip Packets
Those of you heading out on inspection trips soon will start receiving the new Inspection Trip Packet.  This packet contains all of the details you will need to gain as much information from your trip as possible.  It has information about both the inspection report itself and the new video program.  If you do not have a video camera, you will need to notify us so that one can be sent to you for the trip.  OC provides everything you need from the forms to the video tapes for your trip.  

Agent Finder

The new web site is getting closer and closer.  We are working on a map search system for the trips right now and then will be close to its release.  One thing we need from each of you is for you to check the Agent Finder button on the main site now.  If you do not have a picture posted, you need to e-mail a picture to Tracey for her to upload to your spot on the agent finder.  When the new site is released, we will only list those franchise offices who have a picture posted.
Inspection Reports
Be sure to see all of the new inspection reports that have recently been posted.  Here is a list of some of them:  
High Lonesome Ranch

Kingham Safaris

Northland

Pack String Outfitters

Gateway North (hunt)
Boulder Lake

Billingsey Ranch


Pheasant Bonanza

Rockin H
Continuing Education
Our group heading to Granite Springs for the continuing education program Oct. 26-28, 2008 now stands at 14.  We still have room for 6 more.   Those of you going with us on this trip are free to ask a hunting buddy or family member to two to head to South Dakota with you if you like.  The 3n/2d trip is at the OC discounted rate of $650.
Reports and Openings
Quick report from Mike Wensink (OC-WI) who had a disabled hunter just return from an elk hunt with West Tex New Mex:

Fred, my disabled elk hunter just called. He was just thrilled with the hunt guides camp and food. His elk is about 356. His story of the hunt is amazing how it all went down. He said his daughter is going to help him put his story down. If they don’t I heard it and will try to put something together.
------------
Message from Rocky Woodford Outfitting:

We just picked up another ranch - I know it's late but we are opening up hunts for the new ranch - following are dates available:
November 8-11

November 15-18

November 22-25

November 29-December 2 

December 6-9

December 13-16

Everything else is the same.

Thanks - Jerrie

Rocky Woodford Outfitting

------------
Message from Gary Harpole at Heartland Lodge:
I hope this e-mails finds you doing well. If you have not already made your reservations for this fall, now is the time to take advantage of our Upland Promotion.  You will receive the following:

*Overnight accommodations with meals

*A fully guided mixed bag upland hunt for pheasant and quail (no bag limit)

*One round of Sporting Clays on our scenic 15-station course

*A blaze orange Orvis Heartland Lodge hunting cap

*Also included: Game cleaning and packaging 

1 night/1 day  $610  Regular price $785 You save $175!

2 night/1 day  $710  Regular price $885 You save $175!

3 night/2 day $1,270 Regular price $1,620 You save $350!

4 night/3 day $1,720 Regular price $2,245 You save $525!

Single hunter- $100 extra per hunt day.

Available Dates (While they last!)

December 5,6,7

December 9,10

December 12,13,14

December 19,20,21st

December 22,23

December 27,28

 Good for new reservations only 

Ask about our Premium hunts

Ask about the luxury suites and bring your spouse!

Call 1-800-717-4868(HUNT)   E-mail Gary@Heartlandlodge.com

www.Heartlandlodge.com 
Quick message from Hal Graff (OC-IL):

This past weekend was my group's outing on the White River, with Bull Shoals Marina (ARF1).  We had a very nice time.  The fishing was good.  The water level was very high.  Since I am not much of a fly fisherman, my boat fished with light line, spinning rods and reels, and live bait.  We caught between 50 and 60 rainbow, brook, and brown trout up to two pounds (mainly rainbows) per day.  Fly fishing resulted in much fewer numbers (few fish), but the hooking of some larger fish.  Cabins were basic and clean, with kitchenettes if you want to cook.  Cable tv, with ESPN, etc., was standard in the cabins.  If you choose to eat in town, there were a couple nice restaurants.  

 The boats and equipment were good, as were our guides.  We were catching fish when others weren't.  The guides pick you up at the cabin and take you the short distance to the river or lake.  The lake is a multi species fishery.  Based on the type of fishing offered, it was a good value.  I plan to go back for other species.  The operation was professional, and they did a nice job for us.
Best,

Hal Graff
------------
Quick report from one of Steve Ellenson’s (OC-MN) clients who just returned from Leaf River:

My two clients just returned from Alain's place, and were very pleased.  They both took home two 'bou, despite the sparse migration.  Steve said he saw one shooter in the last four days of the hunt.  Overall, they said it was a very well run operation, and had a great time!

------------
Quick report from Steve Gerntholz (OC-ND) from his recent trip to Billingsley Ranch (pics and report now on agent site):
This was an awesome hunt. Great people and terrain for archery. Hunted goats in the morning and mulie and whitetails in the afternoon.  Jason Klein took a 14" goat. I took a 16" goat. Todd Wendel took a 150" whitetail. Saw plenty of animals.

Steve Gerntholz
5 Spots Open!!!!!
(4 whitetail hunts above)

(1 Spot Left) – Kansas Pheasant

The inspection trip to Sagebrush Hunts has been set for Dec. 15-17, 2008.  We will arrive for dinner on the 15th and then hunt pheasant on the 16th and 17th.  We can depart after the hunt on the 17th or stay the night to depart the morning of the 18th.  Cost for this trip is $350 per person and includes two nights lodging, all meals and guided pheasant hunting.  Dan Rieves (OC-CO) and Howard Gulick (OC-KY) have confirmed the first two spots.

(Completed) – Minnesota Walleye and Pike

Thanks to Rick Beaulieu (OC-VA) for taking this trip last month.
(Completed) – Nebraska Pheasant

Thanks to Scott Marvin (OC-MN) and Lou Hoop (OC-TN) for taking this trip last month.
(Filled) – Louisiana Offshore

Thanks to Jim McNabb (OC-VA) for taking this trip next week.
Have a great weekend!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
